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Current Status and Issues of Interprofessional Education in
Basic nursing education

Ryosuke Ban, Emiko Shinozaki
University of Human Environments School of Nursing

Summary

The purpose of this study was to clarify the current status and issues of
Interprofessional Education in nursing colleges in Japan.

A questionnaire survey was conducted among IPE staff in nursing departments
or those involved in curriculum management at 277 universities offering basic nursing
education in Japan. A 5-point Likert scale was used for each of the 31 items originally
developed to assess the level of achievement of students' learning goals for IPE at the
time of graduation, and a survey was conducted on the Interprofessional work
situations that students should be given priority to learn in IPE in basic nursing
education and the reasons for their selection. Thirty-nine questionnaires (14.1%) were
returned.

As for the current status of IPE in basic nursing education in Japan, 31
universities (79.5%) were practicing IPE, and 53.8% were practicing IPE with other
departments. Universities practicing IPE have significantly higher graduation
attainment in understanding the structure of the team around the subject and the
organization of each professional.

As a challenge, it was suggested that the degree of students' understanding of the roles
and activities of each type of job varied depending on the type of job with regard to the
achievement of IPE learning objectives. The occupations with the lowest level of
understanding were dentists, clinical psychologists, and clinical engineers. It is
necessary to consider educational methods that enable students to visualize and learn
specifically about the roles and activities of multiple professions in supporting hospital
discharge.

Keywords: Interprofessional-work, Interprofessional-Education, Basic-nursing-
education, IPE, IPW
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